CHILD PROTECTION POLICY

Child Protection Policy of Mersea Island Photographic Society.

Statement of Purpose.

Within this policy a child is defined as a young person under the age of 18 (The Children Act 1989). 

This policy establishes the Society’s position, role and responsibilities and clarifies what is expected from everybody involved within the Society. It very clearly highlights the importance placed by the Society in the protection of children and young people. 

The Society recognises its responsibility to safeguard the welfare of all children and young people by protecting them from physical, sexual or emotional abuse, neglect and bullying.
Junior Members under the age of 16 must be accompanied by a Parent, Guardian, or such other person who has security clearance for their care.
The Society will not be held In Loco Parentis of any child.

Mersea Island Photographic Society will ensure that:- 
The welfare of the child is paramount. 
All children, whatever their age, culture, disability, gender, language, racial origin, religious beliefs and/or sexual identity, have the right to protection from abuse.
All suspicions and allegations of abuse will be taken seriously and responded to swiftly and appropriately.
All members of this organisation have a responsibility to report concerns to the Chairperson or if unavailable a member of the committee who will bring the report to the chairman’s attention. The chairman, will then appoint a senior member of the club to investigate the allegation and report back to the committee.
